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PLEASE NOTE: There will not be a December 
meeting because of the many commitments we all 
have during the holiday season. We hope to see 
you at the next meeting on January 14, 2026. 
Have a wonderful holiday and a Happy New Year.   
 

Minutes – 
November 12, 
2025 
 

 
President Gary Fitzpatrick called the meeting to 
order promptly at 10 a. and announced that the 
meeting's content would be re-ordered for the 
day. Instead of conducting club business first, 
as usual, the guest speaker went first, due to 
another scheduling commitment.   
 
GUEST SPEAKER 
 
President Gary introduced Ashley 
Ojala, executive director of the Colorado National 
Monument Association, or CNMA. She said the 
association, a non-profit that operates under the 
National Park Service, aims to protect and 
celebrate the monument -- a "national treasure 
right in our backyard."  While the area was 
established as a national monument in 1911, she 
noted that it was inhabited by humans for 11,000 
years before that.  With a show of hands, many 
Newcomers members indicated that they were 
familiar with the monument and had hiked there 
and/or driven the Rim Rock Drive. The CNMA's 
mission includes helping to fund initiatives that 
educate people about the monument's unique 
history, geology and wildlife and to promote 
responsible stewardship and preservation of the 
land.  The association uses money it raises -- 
primarily from retail sales on its website and at the 
Saddlehorn Visitor Center gift shop -- to fund 
science internships and programs such as 
Resilience Ranger, Monument on Tap, and  
 
 

Community Artist in the Park.  Retail sales also 
pay for visitor maps of the monument and Junior 
Ranger resource materials. She invited 
Newcomers to help CNMA celebrate its new office 
space at the Confluence Center of Colorado, 
2600 Dos Rios Drive, on December 9 (Colorado 
Gives Day) from 8:30-10:30 a.m.  She also invited 
anyone who's interested in volunteering to go 
to coloradonma.org and fill out the contact form. 
 
CLUB BUSINESS 
 
Before starting the business portion of the 
meeting, President Gary observed that it was 
very well attended, with 90-some people present 
and the Grand Valley Event Center parking lot 
packed.  Then he called for additions or changes 
to the October meeting minutes.  Hearing none, 
he asked for motions to approve.  Tanya 
Davis so moved, Ruth Anna seconded and the 
minutes were approved by acclamation.  
 
Treasurer Bill Gates reported that the 
Newcomers checking account balance is 
$5,241.80, with $.37 interest, and the certificate of 
deposit is at $5,386.19.  He reminded the group 
that we're now entering the part of the year when 
expenses are highest, due to the upcoming 
holiday party. 
 
President Gary thanked Tanya Davis and her 
Hospitality Committee for the awesome 
assortment of autumnal treats.  She shared credit 
for the spread with her committee helpers this 
month -- Debbie DeRoo, Dale Gates, Alberta 
Husch, Carla Sherrick and Lisa Seitz. Between 
bites, the group applauded their contributions to 
the meeting.  When there was a call for November 
birthdays, Tanya Davis' name popped up again; 
her birthday is November 29. 
 
Karen Dreher of We Care said she sent two get-
well cards in the past month -- one to Brad 
Pearson, who had open heart surgery, and 
another to Kay Rollins, who had hip 
replacement.  President Gary commented that 
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Kay is recovering well; she attended Newcomers 
Happy Hour just a few weeks after her surgery. 
 
Jean Greenfield of the Membership Committee 
said several guests were in attendance: Garry 
and Christine Grzesiak from Clover, Wisconsin; 
Daniel Olave from Aspen; and Carole Langae and 
Caroline Keefe, both from Littleton.  President 
Gary welcomed them all, noting "We hope you'll 
keep coming.  We'd like to get to know you." 
 
President Gary said that, as discussed during the 
October meeting and included in the newsletter, 
the Newcomers executive committee has 
proposed a change to the membership dues 
structure, subject to a vote of 
members.  Currently, annual dues are $15 for 
singles and $25 for couples.  Under the proposed 
change, the singles amount would remain the 
same, but the couples amount would increase to 
$30 a year. The result: a more equitable structure, 
consisting of an annual dues amount of $15 per 
person, whether single or part of a 
couple.  President Gary called for motions to 
approve this change. Ken Seitz so moved 
and Ruth Anna seconded.  The new dues 
structure was approved by acclamation from the 
members present and will go into effect on 
January 1, 2026. 
 
Dale Gates, Newcomers newsletter editor, said 
that she volunteered for the editorship when 
Carolyn White stepped down.  "Carolyn is a pro 
and I'm not, so I greatly appreciate the help I've 
been getting from Jessica Ipnar," she said.  "She 
has helped to review lots of community resources 
and identify events and activities appropriate for 
the newsletter.  That saves me about four days of 
research work each month and helps 
tremendously."  She also thanked people who 
meet the newsletter deadline when contributing 
content.  
 
President Gary thanked Mike Avery for his work 
managing the club's website and Facebook 
page.  Robin Chisholm, a new Newcomers 
member, has agreed to take over these 
responsibilities and will welcome photos of 
club activities to keep both refreshed. Welcome to 
Robin! Jorde Matthews, the graphic and web 
designer who recently developed consistent 
graphics for the club and updated the Newcomers 
website, will redesign the newsletter to match the 
overall look. 
 

The monthly raffle was conducted, generating $93 
in proceeds for the club. 
 
CLUB EVENTS 
 
Bill Gates, co-chair of the Tour and Lunch Club, 
said the November 18 tour of the Western 
Colorado Museum, 462 Ute Avenue, still has a 
few openings on the sign-up sheet.  Lunch at the 
Goat and Clover will follow.  There will be no tour 
in December because of the holidays. 
 
Terie Furtney and Barb Hofecker gave an 
update on the 2025 Newcomers holiday party on 
December 4 from 5:30-8:30 pm at the Grand 
Valley Event Center, 2400 Consistory Court 
(same building where monthly Newcomers 
meetings take place).  The firm deadline for 
making reservations is November 20, since the 
caterers need to be paid by then.  The party will 
feature a moderately-spicy Hispanic-themed 
meal, plus a photographer who will take pictures 
of members in front of a holiday back drop.  Tea 
and water will be provided; alcoholic beverages 
are bring-your-own.  They also thanked the 
volunteers who got together for a centerpiece-
making event, producing 20 festive centerpieces 
for party decorations and a fund-raising auction. 
 
Douglas Grodt, who leads monthly "easy hikes 
for seniors," said the November 13 hike will take 
place at Flume Trail in McGinnis Canyon.  Anyone 
interested in getting notices about future hikes 
can email him at newcomerhikers@gmail.com, to 
be added to his massive email distribution list. 
 
COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 
Joan Robinson, who has volunteered to work on 
the Salvation Army Giving Tree for several years, 
said the project is back for Christmas 2025.  The 
tree displays tags, each one representing a child 
or a family in need.  When you take a tag, you 
agree to purchase a holiday gift from the person's 
wish list and deliver it unwrapped in a gift bag-- 
either to the Salvation Army headquarters in 
Grand Junction (1235 N. 4th Street) or to Joan's 
home in Fruita -- by December 12. Joan also 
accepts cash or checks (made out to her) so she 
can do the shopping and delivering on members' 
behalf.  "This year in particular, many families are 
struggling," she said.  "It's so worthwhile if we can 
make the holidays special for people who 
otherwise wouldn't have one." 
 

newcomerhikers@gmail.com
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Suzan Fournier announced that the next 
Armchair Travelers program is set for November 
17 at 5:30 pm at the Fruita branch 
library.  Zebulon Miracle, local historian and head 
of the Roice Hurst Humane Society, will give a 
presentation on the Green River area and the 
founding of Dinosaur Monument.  On December 4 
at 6:30 pm at the Mesa County central library, 
Jeffrey Johnson will present his experiences in 
Nepal and the Himalayas.  There will be no 
presentation in January.  Armchair Travelers is 
provided from September-May through a 
partnership between Newcomers Club and the 
Mesa County Public Libraries, and is free and 
open to the public.  The November 6 presentation 
on Iceland was especially popular; more than 110 
people attended -- enough to require extra chairs. 
 
Susan Norton and Suzan Fournier gave details 
of the upcoming annual Holiday Art and Craft Fair 
at the Art Center of Western Colorado, 1803 N. 
7th St.  The fair will run from November 21 
(members only on that date) through November 
23 and will feature fine art and crafts from 30-plus 
vendors, baked goods prepared by Art Center 
members and a "Not So Starving Artists" section 
with diverse offerings at affordable prices.  There 
also is a raffle with exceptional prizes. "With 
everything going on in the world right now, art is 
one way people can express themselves and 
connect with others, without judgment," Susan 
Norton said. 
 
Susan Norton also announced that season 
tickets to next year's spring-fall Music in the 
Grapevines concerts are currently available 
on artcenterguild.com.  Individual tickets will be 
sold starting in April, but season tickets cover all 
five concerts plus credit card fees for $93.  
 
Stan Zygmunt, Newcomers member who 
volunteers for the New Dimensions Lifelong 
Learning Institute, said the fall session is 
wrapping up.  The class list for the spring session 
will be available online beginning on January 
14.  Registration will take place from January 19-
26 and classes will run from February 2-March 
20.  Also, on December 11 at noon, Midday with 
New Dimensions will feature Dr. Peter Booth, 
Assistant Director of the Art Center of Western 
Colorado and expert on Southwest history.  He 
will be presenting "Noble Ships of the American 
Desert."  Midday with New Dimensions offers one-
hour noontime lectures at Mesa County Libraries' 
central branch.  The program results from a 

partnership between New Dimensions and the 
Mesa County Libraries system. 
 

--Lois Leach, Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 

The Membership Committee is currently collecting 
dues and renewal forms for 2026. 
 
Dues are $15 per person. In April, we will send 
everyone an updated directory, so make sure you 
have renewed and updated your contact 
information so that we can include you on our list 
of about 400 wonderful members. 
 
You can find a membership form at 
gjnewcomers.org or on page 10 of this newsletter. 
 

 

 
Member 
Notes 
 
Jennifer Dere, from Grand Junction. 1173 23 ½ 
Rd, GJ. 81505. 970-640-1594, jbdere@gmail.com  
  
Elena Cano, from Florida. 412 Montero St, GJ 
81507. 727-409-3793. canocoundou@gmail.com  
 
 Carolyn Keefe, from Littleton. 2928 Brodick 
Way, GJ 81504. 303-941-
4806. pc.keefe@comcast.net  
 
 Jane Nakkache, rejoined. 223 Rain Cloud St., 
GJ 81503. 570-690-4262. jpn1231@aol.com  
  
Eileen Rowland, rejoined. 2730 Eclipse Ave, GJ 
81503. 719-339-8454. roweileen22@gmail.com  
Carole Langan, from Grand Junction. 747 26 ½ 
Road, GJ 81506. 970-201-
4899. angelseverywhere2000@gmail.com  
 

 

http://artcenterguild.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/7c788e5651fb332c/Documents/NewcomersNewsletter/MonthlyIssues%202024/Dec%202024/gjnewcomers.org
mailto:jbdere@gmail.com
mailto:canocoundou@gmail.com
mailto:pc.keefe@comcast.net
mailto:jpn1231@aol.com
mailto:roweileen22@gmail.com
mailto:angelseverywhere2000@gmail.com
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Community Doings 
 
Blue Lights at the Botanical Gardens takes 
place every Friday and Saturday in December, 
6-9pm.  Enjoy the gardens illuminated by beautiful 
blue lights.  Ice carving demonstrations will be 
held Dec. 19 and 20.  Tickets are $10/person or 
$25/family if purchased in advance and benefit 
STRiVE. 
 
The Spirit of Giving Holiday Art Fundraiser 
supports cancer patients in our community.  Join 
the Community Hospital Foundation at the Art 
Center on Dec. 3 for an evening of giving and 
artistry featuring hors d'oeuvres, cocktails, and art 
available for purchase.  5:30-7:30pm, $15 per 
ticket.  Details here: 
https://yourcommunityhospital.com/donate 
 
Palisade’s Olde Fashioned Christmas takes 
place Dec. 5-6.  Start the holiday season with 
some small town joy.  Enjoy the Parade of Lights, 
Winter Market, carolers, carriage rides, 
Gingerbread Contest, Soup Challenge, Nativity 
displays, and more.  Schedule of events is 
available here: https://palisadecoc.com/ofc/ 
 
Grand Junction Parade of Lights happens Dec. 6 
at 5 pm. If you want to avoid the cold and crowds, 
check out channel KKCO NBC 11. 
https://downtowngj.org/event-calendar 
 
3rd Bi-Annual Jewelry Swap, hosted by the 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Grand 
Valley, will take place Dec. 6.  Bring gently used 
jewelry, scarves, purses, wallets, belts, hats and 
other accessories, and find something new-to-you 
to take home.  6:00-7:30pm at 536 Ouray Ave.  
$20 suggested admission to support UUCGV. 
 
Colorado Gives Day Open House at the 
Confluence Center, Dec. 9 from 8:30-10:30am.  
Join the Colorado National Monument Association 
and other nonprofits for coffee, pastries, and 
conversation.  Confluence Center at Dos Rios.  
Free.  https://www.confluencecenterco.org/ 
 
Enjoy downtown’s holiday charm during the 
Enstrom’s Chocolate Walk on Dec. 12.  Choose 
a tour based on art or history.  Tours start at 
Enstrom’s Candies at 5:30pm,  $15.  
www.gjparksandrec.org 
 

GJ Parks and Rec teams up with Kiwanis for the 
10th annual Santa Cause Run on Dec. 13, a 5k 
in the spirit of the season.  Run starts at Las 
Colonias Amphitheater at 10am.  Registration 
$20-$40 at www.gjparksandrec.org. 
 
The Palisade Historical Society’s monthly 
history talk on Dec. 11 will be given by Pat Steel 
and Mike Gross with the Palisade High School 
Fish Hatchery, discussing the Colorado River.  6-
7pm at the Ordinary Fellow Winery (202 Peach 
Avenue in Palisade).  Free (donations welcome).   
 
Free Community Scam and Fraud Prevention 
Class, Dec. 18 - join fraud investigators who will 
provide information on how to identify frauds and 
scams, how to avoid them, and what to do if you 
fall for one.  Mesa County Sheriff’s Office (215 
Rice Street), 9-10am. 
https://westerncolorado.beaconseniornews.com/e
vents/316270/scam-and-fraud-prevention-class 
 
 

 
Holiday Craft 
Fairs 

 
There’s still time to do your 
holiday shopping and support the 

local community! 
 

● Dec. 5-6 10th Annual “She Has a Name” 

Christmas Craft Fair - proceeds support  

the Grand Junction-based nonprofit 

serving girls in Kenya.  9am-3pm at Heart 

of Junction Church (755 N. 4th St.). 

● Dec. 6 Holiday Craft Fair - Redlands 

United Methodist Church (527 Village 

Way) from 9am-3pm. 

● Dec. 7 Absolute Prestige’s 3rd Annual 

Holiday Craft & Vendor Show - crafts, bar, 

holiday movies, carriage rides, and a chili 

cookoff.  11am-4pm, Santa arrives at 

1:45pm.  1351 Q Road. 

● Dec. 13 Masonic Christmas Craft Fair - 

over 50 vendors with homemade baked 

goods, art, jewelry, and knick-knacks, and 

more.  Masonic Center (2400 Consistory 

Ct) from 9am-4pm. 

 

https://yourcommunityhospital.com/donate
https://palisadecoc.com/ofc/
mailto:https://downtowngj.org/event-calendar
https://www.confluencecenterco.org/
http://www.gjparksandrec.org/
http://www.gjparksandrec.org/
https://westerncolorado.beaconseniornews.com/events/316270/scam-and-fraud-prevention-class
https://westerncolorado.beaconseniornews.com/events/316270/scam-and-fraud-prevention-class
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Community 
Performances 
Full of 
Holiday Spirit 

 
● Dec. 2 CMU Choirs and Orchestra 

Holiday Concert will perform holiday 

favorites.  The ensembles will play 

separately, then join together for an 

inspiring finale.  7:30pm at the Avalon 

Theater, $25. 

● Dec. 7 Grand Junction Centennial Band 

Winter Concert: Remember Celebrate, 

featuring music in remembrance of Pearl 

Harbor and WWII, as well as celebrating 

the holiday season.  3:00-4:30pm at the 

Asteria Theater at CMU.  Free tickets are 

required, visit gjcentennialband.org. 

● Dec. 7 The Kokopelli Bells handbell choir 

presents “The Not-So-Traditional Songs 

of Christmas”, a delightful, family-friendly 

holiday musical experience.  4:00pm at 

the First Presbyterian Church (3940 27 ½ 

Rd).  Free admission, donations 

accepted. 

● Dec. 12-14 The Theater Project presents 

Newsies the Musical, 7-9pm at Grand 

Junction High School, $15. 

https://theatreprojectgj.com/ 

● Dec 13-15 Grand Junction Symphony 

and Western Colorado Chorale’s “Inside 

the Snowglobe” holiday concert performs 

live music with the animated film “The 

Snowman”.  Sat. at 7:30pm, Sun. at 

3:00pm at the Asteria Theater.  Tickets 

$21-90.  https://gjso.org/ 

● Dec. 17 Western Colorado Jazz 

Orchestra presents “Gettin’ in the 

Christmas Mood”, big band takes on 

holiday classics.  Warehouse 2565 

Kitchen+Bar, 7:00pm.  $20.  

https://gjso.org/ 

● Dec. 18-23 Colorado West Ballet 

presents The Nutcracker, a treasured 

holiday tradition.  Opportunities to meet 

the cast and take photos are available 

after each performance.  Asteria Theater, 

evening and matinee performances, $50-

60.  More details and tickets at 

https://www.coloradowestballet.org/. 

● Dec. 19-21 The Theater Project presents 

Mary Poppins, the Broadway Musical, 7-

9pm at the Avalon Theater, $30. 

https://theatreprojectgj.com/ 

 
 

 
 
New Dimensions Lifelong 
Learning Institute News 

 

New Dimensions Lifelong Learning, a volunteer 
nonprofit organization, provides classes each fall 
and winter/spring for adults 50+ 
years.  Information on class schedules is available 
at  www.newdimensionsgj.org. 

Planning for the 2026 winter/spring term is in full 
swing. Look for the class catalog online on 
January 14 with classes scheduled from February 
2 until March 20, 2026.  

In the meantime, attend a Midday with New 

Dimensions lecture. Midday lectures are short 

versions of past classes. 

 
Midday with New Dimensions offers a one-hour 
lecture titled Noble Ships of the American 
Desert: U. S. Army Camel Corps Experiment 
presented by Peter Booth at the Mesa County 
Central Library, at noon, on Thursday, 
December 11.  Peter is an historian who has 
worked in cultural institutions throughout the West 
including Arizona, Oregon, and Colorado 
 
In May of 1856, thirty-four camels were 
disembarked in Indianola, Texas. 
These animals, as well as the 41 camels that 
were shipped over later, became 
part of an Army experiment to determine their 
“usefulness in the 
transportation of military supplies” across the 
southwest desert. Peter will tell us how the 
experiment progressed, how it ended, and stories 
that passed into legends until the last of these 
animals passed away in 1934.  

http://gjcentennialband.org/
https://theatreprojectgj.com/
https://gjso.org/
https://gjso.org/
https://www.coloradowestballet.org/
https://theatreprojectgj.com/
http://www.newdimensionsgj.org/
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Midday with New Dimensions offers a one-hour 
lecture titled The Uintah Toll Road: A Local 
History Story presented by Stanley Zygmunt at 
the Mesa County Clifton Library, 3270 D 1/2 Rd, 
at noon, on Tuesday, January13.  Stan is a retired 
chemical engineer whose interest in the history 
around a unique mineral called Gilsonite was 
piqued by a drive over Baxter Pass, where he was 
introduced to the term Gilsonite and saw sites that 
challenged his engineering senses. Stan dove 
into researching the history of Gilsonite that 
yielded so many interesting stories he had to 
share it. 
 
Stan will spin local history tales around the Uintah 
Toll Road completed in 1905 from Dragon 
Junction, Utah to Vernal and Fort Duchesne. Find 
out why investors sank serious money into 
building not only the toll road, but the world’s 
steepest and crookedest railroad across the  
 
 
Bookcliffs. Learn how the names Mack, Baxter, 
and McAndrews are related t Gilsonite. Find out 
what Henry Ford, Aldophus Busch, chewing gum, 
wet sheep, and 80,000 bricks have in common. 
And time permitting, Stan will tell how that baby-
blue warehouse that can be seen from I-70 west 
of Fruita ties United Kingdom nuclear reactors to 
Gilsonite.  
 
Stan’s Midday is a longer version of the lecture 
given at the June 2025 Newcomers meeting. 
 

 

 
The latest Wine Club tasting drew a record crowd. 

 

Holiday Party table center pieces in the making. 

 

 
Epsom salts??? 
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December Activities 

COFFEE (Monthly Meeting) 
 
Everyone is welcome at our monthly coffee, held the 2nd Wednesday of each month at the 
Masonic Lodge/Grand Valley Event Center (2400 Consistory Ct). We meet at 9:30 am to enjoy a 
bit of coffee and socializing before our business meeting. We usually have a guest speaker from a 

local non-profit or other organization. Meetings conclude around 11 am. 
 
Note: There will be NO meeting in December. We’ll see you January 14, 2026. 
 

ARMCHAIR TRAVEL 
 
Explore the heart of Nepal and travel alongside Jeffrey Johnson through the Himalayas on 
Thursday, Dec. 4 at the Mesa County Central Library from 6:30-7:30 pm. Doors open at 6 
pm and seating is first come, first served. 
  

BOOK CLUB 
 
Book Club members will gather at Ila Fritzler's home on Monday, Dec. 8 to celebrate the 
holidays. The festivities will begin at 4 pm.  Our literary discussions will resume in January.  
Hope you have a Merry Christmas! Can't believe we're almost at a new year! 

 
 

BOWLING 
 
Strikes! Spares! Gutter Balls! Whatever your skill level, you are welcome to join up with other 
Newcomers every Friday at 9:15 am at the Orchard Mesa Lanes, 295 27 Rd. It’s only $9 
for three games. Shoes are available for rental. For information, phone or text Michael Shea at 
970-663-3238, 970-213-4859, or dakotah1001@msn.com. 

 

DINNER CLUB 
 
Dinner Club will be celebrating our Christmas party at the home of Greg and Gail McCarty 
on Dec. 12.    Christmas themed appetizers and music! 
It should be lots of fun! 
 

HAPPY HOUR 
 
Happy hours will resume in January. Mark your calendars for the 1st , 3rd and 5th 
Wednesdays of the month, usually from 5 to 7 pm.  
 
A suggestion: With so many new members and guests at happy hours, wear your name tag 

to facilitate introductions and lighten the load on our memories. 
 

HIKING 
 
This group is for those who like an easier and friendy form of hiking around the scenic Grand 
Valley and the Grand Mesa. Participants meet at 8:45 am on Thursdays at a trailhead or 
carpool site. Contact Douglas Grodt at newcomerhikers@gmail.com to be put on the 
distribution list for upcoming outings.  
 

mailto:dakotah1001@msn.com
mailto:newcomerhikers@gmail.com


 
Grand Junction Newcomers Club Newsletter  
 

December 2025 

Page 8 

KNITTING 
 
The Knitting group will not be meeting in December.  
 

MAH JONGG 
 
The mah jongg group plays year-round on Thursdays with a fun group of multi-level players. 
Play is from 9 - 11:30 am at St Mary’s Pavilion (coffee café, 750 Wellington). Looking for more 
information or wish to observe, then contact Nancy Hollmaier at nancyksh@gmail.com or 
text 224-688-2308. 

 

MOVIE CLUB 
 
Members of the movie club will meet at 4 pm on Tuesday, Dec. 2 to celebrate the season with 
their traditional holiday dinner and party.  In addition to discussing the film It’s a Wonderful Life, 
they will be challenged by a movie quiz and a “whacky” gift exchange.  It’s A Wonderful Life, 
starring James Stewart and Donna Reed, is considered to be one of the best holiday films of all 

times. 
 

NEEDLECRAFTERS 
 
NeedleCraft group will celebrate the close of  2025 with their yearly luncheon in December. Many 
projects were completed, historical family items found and stories shared with friends. Our giving 
campaign culminated with a donation to Connections Outreach Program serving the 13-24 year 

old population. Thanks for all you do!  
 

SINGULAR DINERS 
 
Singular Diners is for those singles who want to enjoy the various restaurants in the Grand 
Valley but hesitate to dine alone.  Our next lunch will be Wednesday, Dec. 17 at The Feisty 
Pint, 359 Colorado Ave. at noon.   Instead of the White Elephant Gift Exchange that we have 
done in the past, we will take up a cash collection for the Food Bank of the Rockies.  Your 

donation is completely optional and not required for the lunch.  Please confirm your attendance to Lina 
Palomo bluetopaz1129@yahoo.com or (626) 993-7046.    
 
 

TENNIS 
 
Drop in any Monday, Wednesday or Friday at Canyon View Park for mixed doubles play. Court 
time is 1 pm to 3 pm. Everyone welcome.  

Questions? Call Tony Miller, 970-255-9964. 
 
 

TOUR AND LUNCH 
 
No Tour and Lunch in December. We’ll see you in January 2026. 
 

WINE CLUB 
 
November’s wine tasting featured South African wines. Almost 60 people attended, which is a 
record. Our next wine tasting is scheduled for Thursday, Jan. 15 from 4 – 6 pm at the Art 
Center. Cost will remain $25.  Wine region to be determined.  Details regarding registration 

will be sent out in December.  Any questions, please contact Lisa at lisa.seitz623@gmail.com or at 303-263-
4391. 
 

mailto:nancyksh@gmail.com
mailto:bluetopaz1129@yahoo.com
mailto:lisa.seitz623@gmail.com
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Member Classified Ads 
Free text-only space is available for member non-
commercial and personal ads. They will run until 
forbid or a maximum of three months both in the 
newsletter and on our website. Send your request 

to gjnewcomers@gmail.com by the 20th of the 

preceding month. 
 
 

Need a Name Tag? 
 

We suggest you keep your name badge in your 
car so it will always be handy. If you don’t already 
have a magnetic name badge, you can order one 
from Alberta Husch for $12. Email her at 
aahusch@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

 
Tanya Davis, Newcomer Club's fabulous treat-provider, 
celebrates her 80th birthday with The Queen Bees and 
scores of her close, personal friends. 

 
 

Please contact Karen Dreher 
if you know of someone in the 
club who needs a card:  
303-475-5776 (text preferred), 
niagaraway@comcast.net 
 

 Free and Fun in December  
Date What Where Time More Information 

4 Armchair Travel: Nepal & 
the Himalayas 

Central Library 6:30 – 7:30 pm https://mesacountylibraries.or
g 

5 First Friday The Art Center 
and downtown 
galleries 

6:30 – 9 pm gjartcenter.org 

5 Palisade Parade of Lights Palisade 5:30 pm Palisadecoc/ofc/ 

6 GJ Parade of Light Downtown 5 pm     

10 A Little Noon Music—Water 
Key Five Brass Quintet 

1st United 
Methodist Church 

12:15 pm fumcgj.org 

14 Sweet Adeline’s Christmas 
Singout 

Redlands United 
Methodist Church 

3 – 4:30 pm https://www.redlandsumc.org/ 

18 Mesa County Oral History 
Meeting: The Photos of 
Robert Grant 

Central Library 12 - 1 pm https://mesacountylibraries.or
g 

mailto:gjnewcomers@gmail.com
aahusch@gmail.com
mailto:niagaraway@comcast.net
https://mesacountylibraries.org/
https://mesacountylibraries.org/
https://d.docs.live.net/7c788e5651fb332c/Documents/NewcomersNewsletter/MonthlyIssues%202024/Dec%202024/palisadecoc.com/ofc/
https://www.redlandsumc.org/
https://mesacountylibraries.org/
https://mesacountylibraries.org/
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Executive Board 2024-2025 
 

President – Gary Fitzpatrick, 419-450-9438, 
gfitzpatrick77@gmail.com 
 
1st Vice President – Tom Politzer, 303-888-5437, 
tpolitzer@msn.com 
 
2nd Vice President – Stacie Hawkins, 206-501-
1523, shawkins5594@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer – Bill Gates, 541-613-4390, 
whgates.62@gmail.com 
 
Secretary – Lois Leach, 303-748-5203, 
decsaj12948@gmail.com 
 

Grand Junction Newcomers Club 
PO Box 3222 

Grand Junction, CO 81502 
gjnewcomers@gmail.com 

gjnewcomers.org 
 

Submissions for general club news and ads are 
due the 20th of the preceding month. 
 
You don’t have to be new to the area to join 
Newcomers. Annual dues are $15, $25 for a 
couple. Download the membership form at 
gjnewcomers.org, and mail the completed form 
with a check. Or come to a monthly coffee (2nd 
Wednesday of the month, 9:30 am, at the Masonic 
Lodge/Grand Valley Event Center (2400 
Consistory Ct) to get to know us a bit and sign up 
then. You’ll meet great people, receive our 
member directory, get our newsletter and timely 
email alerts, can join any of our regular activity 
groups, and participate in special events.  
 

mailto:gfitzpatrick77@gmail.com
mailto:tpolitzer@msn.com
https://d.docs.live.net/7c788e5651fb332c/Documents/NewcomersNewsletter/StandardElements/,%20shawkins5594@gmail.com
mailto:whgates.62@gmail.com
https://d.docs.live.net/7c788e5651fb332c/Documents/NewcomersNewsletter/StandardElements/decsaj12948@gmail.com
mailto:gjnewcomers@gmail.com
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GRAND JUNCTION NEWCOMERS CLUB 
PO Box 3222, Grand Junction, CO 81502 

 
Membership Form 

 
 
NAME(S)____________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS (street, city)________________________________________________ (zip) _____________ 

EMAIL(S)   ________________________________   _________________________________________ 

PHONE(S) ________________________________   _________________________________________ 
If more than one email address or phone, please indicate owner of each. 
 

Where was your last home? _____________________________________________________________ 

May we print this information in our newsletter and membership directory? Yes ____No ____ 

How did you learn about Newcomers? 

Web search   Facebook   Friend      Other______________________________ 

 

New Member _________ Renewal __________ 

Annual membership is $30 for couples and $15 for singles. 

DATE DUES PAID ____________ AMOUNT ____________ CASH _______ OR CHECK # _______ 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


